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clination has been shown at home to charge India
with expenses which do not rightly fall upon her,
there has been a most earnest desire on the part of
our officials in that country to raise the condition
of the great body of the people, and thus to
make them thoroughly contented with our rule.
It has been universally felt that we must depend
for the stability of our government 'on the good-
will of the people even more than on our own
strength.-                       '

We are constantly assured that we have succeeded
in this noble attempt; that the natives of India
are not only peaceful, but prosperous under the
control of England ; that in particular the cultivators
are, as a class, far richer than they were ; that the
traders are at least equally flourishing ; and that,
generally, the great population of Hindostan, not-
withstanding the necessarily increased taxation, due
to a superior and more highly organised administra-
tion, is in every respect better off than, when Lord
Canning took up the reins of government.

All this Englishmen, as a rule, believe, and some
of the benefits which we have conferred upon India
are so obvious that the rest might not unfairly be
taken for granted. Knowing that ho harm is
meant, it. seems impossible that the gravest harm
should be done.

But of late more detailed interest is taken in the
subject, and it has been noted that almost every
Indian official who has left the service and is free
from the cares of administration openly gives it as
his opinion that taxation in some directions has
reached its utmost limit, even if it be not already